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DHS Pre-AP BIOLOGY Syllabus 
 

Mrs. Natalia Sullender 
Email address:  Sullendern@pearlandisd.org  
Room Number:  2824 
Conference Period: 4th   
 
Welcome to Pre-AP Biology! This advanced class is a fast-paced 
comprehensive study of biology for students who intend to further their education beyond high school.  This is 
an inquiry-based class that combines traditional teaching techniques such as lecture with hands-on techniques to 
increase student involvement and understanding.  Critical thinking skills are emphasized using labs, individual 
research, abstract summary writing, technology integration, and classroom discussion.  We will explore the 
molecular, ecological, chemical, and evolutionary aspects of life through the study of topics that are current, 
interesting, as well as relevant to everyday life.  During the first semester in Pre-AP Biology students will master 
fundamental concepts such as lab safety, introduction to biology, biomolecules, cell structure & function, DNA & 
cell cycle, mutations & gene expression, meiosis & genetics, and viruses.  The second semester will then involve a 
journey through the areas of biodiversity, taxonomy & classification, ecology, cell energy & plants, and then 
lastly, the human body.       
 
Class Policies/Expectations: 

• Please get to class on time!  Tardies are strictly enforced and will be handled according to the handbook.  
My rule is that you must be all the way in the door in your seat when the tardy bell rings.   

• Be prepared!  Please bring your notebook, pen/pencil, colored pencils/makers and highlighter to class 
every day.  You will not be allowed to go to your locker once the bell has rung, so please don’t ask!  

• Pick up all hand outs and graded papers as you enter the classroom on the designated shelf. 
• Be seated immediately upon entering the classroom and begin working on your warm-up. 
• Please keep up with all assignments by referring to the class website.  I will post topics covered as well as 

homework due dates- -It is your responsibility to check! 
• Take responsibility for your learning - be actively involved by participating, listening, taking thorough 

notes, and producing quality work.   
• Follow all safety rules. 
• You are responsible for leaving your desk and lab area in tip top condition. Please do not write on desk 

top or lab tables. 
• Always demonstrate RESPECT for yourself, your classmates, and the teacher.  Bullying or making fun of 

others will NOT be tolerated. 
• You are responsible for your own work.  Cheating will NOT be tolerated.  In my classroom, cheating 

includes both the giving and receiving of information on anything that requires individual effort.   
• All school rules apply in this classroom. 

 
Consequences: 
1. Conference/Warning by teacher 
2. 1 hour D-Hall assigned and parents, coaches and sponsors will be notified regarding behavior 
3. 2 hour D-Hall assigned and parents, coaches and sponsors will be notified regarding behavior 
4. Student is referred to assistant principal and parents, coaches and sponsors will be notified 
 
Severe Clause 

 School violation that warrants immediate referral to the assistant principal-refer to Dawson High School 
Parent/Student Handbook.   

 
Rewards 
1. Positive note or phone call, email to parent 
2. Relax time, awards, praise, etc. 
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Class Materials: 
1.  Textbook:  we will have a class set. You also have access to the textbook online; view my website for details. 
2.  Spiral Notebook: You will be responsible for keeping your work in chronological (date) order in your 

binder/notebook for the entire year.  You will have notebook checks periodically. 
3.  Approved District Device & Headphones: you will be required to submit your work electronically. 

Headphones may be provided in class as needed  
4.  Pen/Pencil, colored pencils/markers, glue/tape & Highlighter:  I suggest having your materials in class every 

day. I do provide these extra items in class as needed. 
5.  Additional supplies that can be donated to the classroom:  
     1 box of vinyl gloves (non-latex) 
     1 glue stick 
     1 box of tissues 
     1 item from the following list:  bottle of hand soap/sanitizer, box of quart or gallon size baggies, package of 
 markers, colored pencils /crayons, Clorox wipes. 
      
Class Website:    
You will need to reference canvas daily to check for announcements, test dates, upcoming assignments, notes, 
calendars, etc. Parents can become observers of the student’s canvas account. Please visit 
https://www.pearlandisd.org/Page/24587 for instructions.  
 
 

Class Work and Make-ups 
 Please refer to pages 3 and 6. 

 
Tests/Tutoring  
1.   Tests may cover information from one or more chapters/topics.  The material for your tests will come 

primarily from class notes; however, information from the text and labs may also be included.  My tests are 
designed to challenge your higher-level thinking skills. 

2.  Pre-AP Biology tutoring will be held during Eagle Hour. Please come to tutoring with content questions, and 
I will do my best to re-explain until you understand the material.  This time is designed to help you work 
through areas of difficulty so that you gain an understanding of the material.  In addition to my tutoring, 
you may also see any of the other Biology teachers to get help. The schedule for all of the Biology teachers’ 
tutorial times will be on my website. 

 
Re-Testing  

1. Two failing test grades can be re-tested in effort to earn a max 70% per semester: 
To make up a test: 

a. test corrections must be completed. 
b. all missing work must be completed  
c. sign-up for re-testing date (must be within 5 days of receiving the failing grade). 
d. if the re-test grade is lower than original grade, then the original grade remains in grade 

book. 
 

Grades 
1.  Your six-week grade in Pre-AP Biology will be determined according to the following formula: 
 Major = 60% - includes tests, projects 

Minor = 30% - labs, quizzes, notes 
Other = 10% - homework, daily grades 
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Class Guidelines and Information 
 

1. NO LATE WORK is accepted for daily work and homework for Pre - AP students (Pre-AP 
Biology).  Students need to use their class time productively to complete in-class assignments 
and be prepared to complete all homework assignments.  Students will receive a zero if they do 
not have daily work turned in on the day it is due.  As with any assignment, I understand that 
emergencies, problems, etc. arise.  Please come and speak to me first before assuming you can 
or cannot turn in an assignment late.  With that being stated, for major assignments 10% will be 
deducted daily until a 50% is reached. The ability to turn in a late project will only last until the 
end of the unit. Students are encouraged to plan effectively to get long term, major assignments 
completed before the due date. This allows students the flexibility to submit the assigned task 
before the due date as convenient for the student. 

 
2. HOMEWORK: PAP students should expect homework every night. Students will be required to 

do the majority of the reading at home, along with working on projects and writing 
assignments which serve as extensions of the material covered in class Please check my canvas 
daily for assignments & calendars.  

 
3. MAJOR GRADES are worth 60% of the nine weeks grading period.  Major assessments include 

tests, writing assignments, long-term projects, and presentations.  Grades can also be viewed on 
“Skyward” which is located at https://skyward.pearlandisd.org.  If your student does not submit 
the assignment, a note will be placed into Skyward. 

 
4. DAILY GRADES are worth 10% of the nine weeks grade.  Daily grades include classroom 

activities, homework, vocabulary, classroom participation, and other in-class activities (pg. 24 – 
Dawson Student Handbook).  Grades can also be viewed on “Skyward” which is located at 
https://skyward.pearlandisd.org.  

 
5. Labs & Quizzes are worth 30% of the nine weeks grade. Lab & Quiz grades can occur multiple 

times throughout the nine weeks. These will cover the current and past material, so stay up to 
date on all material introduced in class. Grades can also be viewed on “Skyward” which is 
located at https://skyward.pearlandisd.org.  

 
6. BYOD: We will utilize Pearland ISD’s adoption of the BYOD program. If student uses his/her 

device outside of the scope of the assignment, I will collect it and turn it in to the AP’s office. In 
order to properly use the BYOD program, students must take responsibility with their device 
and use their best judgment. Please refer to the DHS Student/Parent Handbook for more 
information on this program. 
 

7. ATTENDANCE:  To receive credit in a class, a student must attend at least 90 percent of the 
days the class is offered (refer to DHS Handbook).  Students have one class day per EXCUSED 
absence day to complete make up assignments.  Students who fail to complete make-up work 
within these guidelines will receive a grade of zero (0) on the assignments (DHS Student 
Handbook, p. 19). I understand that it is my responsibility to seek out what I have missed in this 
class. 

  
8. FOOD:  Students are not allowed to eat any food or drink any items while at the lab station. 
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9. SLEEPING:  Class-time is not nap-time.  If you are caught sleeping in class you will be given a 
zero for class participation and it will be recorded in Skyward.  It is in your best interest to 
remain awake throughout your 45-54 minute classroom period. 

 
10. TARDIES: Tardies are strictly enforced and will be handled according to the handbook.  My rule 

is that you must be in your seat when the tardy bell rings.   
 

11. TEACHER DETENTION:  When a teacher detention is assigned to a student, he/she will be 
issued a D-Hall slip indicating the time the student will have to serve.  The d-hall IS NOT served 
in the teacher’s room.  Please refer to the Dawson “Parent/Student Handbook”.  

 
12. FURTHER CLASSROOM VIOLATIONS:  Please refer to the Pearland “Student Code of Conduct 

and Handbook” and the Dawson “Parent/Student Handbook” for further classroom violations 
that will not be tolerated in my classroom. 

 
13. END OF CLASS:  Please do not start packing up your things to get ready to leave until I tell you 

that we are finished. You should also use the last couple of moments of class to pick up any 
trash in your area.  Finally, remain in your seat until you are dismissed. 

  
14. BULLYING: – According to the Employee Handbook – All employees are required to report 

student complaints of bullying to the respective campus administrator or immediate supervisor. 
Bullying occurs when a student or group of students engages in written or verbal expression or 
physical conduct that will have the effect of physically harming a student, damaging a student’s 
property, or placing a student in reasonable fear of harm to the student’s person or of damage 
to the student’s property. Bullying of a student may include hazing, threats, taunting, teasing, 
confinement, assault, demands for money, destruction of property, theft of valued possessions, 
name calling, rumor spreading, and ostracism. 

 
Cheating/Plagiarism Policy (Code and Conduct) and Honor Code 

Pages 36-40 of Dawson Parent/Student Handbook 2021-2022 
 

CHEATING/PLAGIARISM POLICY  
Dawson High School is dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge through a structured program of 
instruction and learning. At the heart of this endeavor, are the core values of academic integrity which 
include honesty, truth, and freedom from lies and fraud. Because personal integrity is important in all 
aspects of life, students at Dawson High School are expected to conduct themselves with honesty and 
integrity in and out of the classroom. Incidents of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and 
students guilty of such conducts are subject to disciplinary measures.  
 
Academic Dishonesty  
Academic dishonesty is any form of cheating and/or plagiarism which results in students giving or 
receiving unauthorized assistance in an academic exercise or receiving credit for work which is not their 
own.  
Cheating includes, but is not limited to the following:  
1. Using any sources not authorized by the teacher (textbooks, notes, the work of other students, etc.) 
to complete examinations or other assignments.  
2. Using unauthorized electronic equipment (including cell phones) during an examination or other 
assignment.  
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3. Altering or tampering with grades  
 
Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to the following:  
1. Using the ideas and/or words of another person without giving that person appropriate credit;  
2. Representing another’s artistic or scholarly works as your own  
3. Submitting a paper purchased from a paper research service, including the Internet  
4. Using undocumented Web sources  
 
Other specific examples of Academic dishonesty  
1. Allowing another student to copy from your paper  
2. Knowingly giving your homework, term paper or other academic work to another student to 
plagiarize  
3. Having another student submit any work under your name  
4. Lying to improve your grade  
5. Stealing tests, assignments, or answer keys  
6. Forging signatures on documentation  
7. Collaborating without the permission of the teacher  
8. Providing material or information to another person with the knowledge that such aid could be 
used in any of the violations stated above.  
 
CONSEQUENCES  
Consequences are outlined below:  
 
Daily Grade  
First infraction   Zero(0) on assignment  

Two (2) hours Detention Hall  
Notification of parent by teacher  

 
Second infraction   Zero(0) on assignment  

Referral to Assistant Principal  
Six (6) hours Detention Hall  
Notification of parent by teacher and Assistant Principal  
 

Repeat infractions   Zero(0) on assignment  
Referral to Assistant Principal  
Three (3) day assignment to ISS  
Notification of parent by Assistant Principal  
Conference with student, parent, and teacher  

Major Grade  
Zero (0) on assignment  
First infraction: Six (6) hours Detention Hall  
Repeat infraction: Minimum 3 day Assignment to ISS 
Opportunity for retake is forfeited  
The zero may not be dropped and must factor into the term average 
Must take final exam (Not allowed to exempt)  
Additional infractions: Student loses all ALL exam exemptions 
Second infraction in same course: Weighted GPS is removed 
(Advanced Academics) 
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Findings of academic dishonesty reported on college application  
Removed from National Honor Society, National Junior Honor Society 
and any other Honor Society that is an organized school program.   

 
Other Specific Examples of Academic Dishonesty 

1. Allowing another student to copy from your paper during a test. 
2. Knowingly giving your homework, term paper or other academic work to another 

student to plagiarize. 
3. Having another student submit any work under your name. 
4. Lying to a teacher to improve your grade 
5. Stealing tests 
6. Forging signatures on documentation 
7. Collaborating without the permission of the teacher 
8. Providing materials or information to another person with the knowledge that such 

aid could be used in any of the violations stated above. 
9. Writing down answers to a test and giving them to someone in another class. 
10. Working with a group on an individual assignment and copying down the exact  

same answers and turning them in.
11. Taking answers, responses, etc. off of the internet and representing them as your 

own. 
12. On a research assignment, writing down a quote without proper citation. 
13. On a research assignment, using someone else’s idea without proper citation.  
14. Talking about specific questions, terms, etc on a test before all classes have completed 

the test. 
15. Put your work on something that is not yours. 
16. Taking pictures of a test with your cell phone. 
17. Taking a test out of the room. 
18. Writing answers from a test on another piece of paper, the desk, your hand, your 

shoe, your leg, etc. 
19. Giving answers to homework via phone, text message, email, twitter, facebook, 

myspace, gmail chat, face to face, carrier pigeon, sign language, or any other forms. 
 
 
 
Students, 
 
It is a pleasure to have you in my Biology class this year! My goal as your teacher is to ensure that each of you 
has a positive science learning experience!   If you ever have any questions or concerns, please let me know 
either by phone, e-mail, or in person.  I have an open-door policy… this means that you are always welcome in 
my room, even if you don’t have any questions or concerns regarding Biology!  I am looking forward to a 
terrific year together!       
 
  Mrs. Sullender 
 
 



Mrs. Sullender’s Classroom Plan 
 

7

 
 
Together, my child and I have read through the expectations for this Biology I course and 
understand what will be required during this school year. We also agree to support the 
enforcement of these expectations. Together, we will work toward a successful year in 
Biology.  
 
Please use the QR code below to digitally acknowledge your acceptance of these terms. 
 
 
Please use designated signature areas to physically acknowledge your acceptance of these terms. 

 

Student Initial Parent Initial 

1. Late Work     ____________ ____________ 

2. Homework     ____________ ____________ 

3. Major Grade   ____________ ____________ 

4. Daily Grade    ____________ ____________ 

5. Labs/Quizzes   ____________ ____________ 

6. BYOD    ____________ ____________ 

7. Attendance    ____________ ____________ 

8. Food    ____________ ____________ 

9. Sleeping    ____________ ____________ 

10. Tardies    ____________ ____________ 

11. Teacher Detention   ____________ ____________ 

12. Further Classroom Violations ____________ ____________ 

13. End of Class   ____________ ____________ 

14. Bullying    ____________ ____________ 

12. Cheating/Plagiarism  ____________ ____________ 

 

 

Students: I have read and listened to the student expectations. I understand and will honor the expectations while 

in Biology class. 

Signature_______________________________       Date____________ 

 

Parents: My child has discussed the classroom expectations with me. I understand and will support both the 

procedures and expectations in this class. 

Signature_______________________________       Date____________ 

 

 


